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HIST 228: Origins of Modern America
Research Guide

Reference sources for U.S. history:
Dictionary of American History (10
vols.)

2003 R 973.03 Di 2, a, 3rd ed

Encyclopedia of American History
(11 vols.)

2003 R 973 En 2, a

Encyclopedia of the United States
in the Nineteenth Century

2001 R 973.03 En 2 Un

Encyclopedia of the United States
in the Twentieth Century

1996 R 973.03 En 2 U

Great Events from History
vol. 2 1820-1895
vol. 3. 1895-1955

1997 R 970 Gr 3, e, rev. ed

Period-specific reference sources:
The 1900’s 2002 973.91 Ba 76, n
The 1910’s 2002 R 973.913 Bl 2, n
The 1920’s 2004 R 973.915 Dr 6, n
The 1930’s 2002 R 973.9 Yo 8 n
Cassell's Chronology of World
History : Dates, Events and Ideas
That Made History

2005 R 909 Wi 5, c

Selected topic-specific reference sources:
Presidential Elections 1789-2004 2005 R 324.973 Pr 3, eL 1789-

2004
Encyclopedia of the Great
Depression

2004 R 973. 91603 En 2, g

Encyclopedia of American Social
Movements (4 vols.)

2004 R 303.484 En 2, a

Encyclopedia of the Harlem
Renaissance (2 vols.)

2004 R 700.8996 En 2, h

Working Americans, 1880-2005 (6
vols.)

2000-
2005

R 305.5 De 7, w

The Greenwood Guide to American
Popular Culture (4 vols.)

2002 R 306.0973 Gr 33, g

The Encyclopedia of American
Political History

2001 R 320.973 En 23, a

The Encyclopedia of Urban
America

1998 R 307.760973 n 2, u
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Finding a scholarly non-fiction book

Use the Geisler Library catalog or First Search/WorldCat (for Interlibrary Loan)
and evaluate the books you find using questions such as:

o Who wrote it? What information can you find about the author?
o Who published it? Can you determine whether this is a “major” publisher? A

university press?
o What do reviewers say? Can you locate book reviews that support the quality of

the information and scholarship?

Finding journal articles

Online Indexes and Databases:

• America: History & Life

• JSTOR

• Academic Search Premier (EBSCO)

• FirstSearch database

Print Indexes: (found on the Index Table near the printers in the library)

• Humanities Index

• Social Sciences Index

Finding book reviews

Many of the same indexes and databases you’ll use to search for journal articles
can be great sources for reviews as well.

In Academic Search Premier (EBSCO) – select “Book Review” from the drop
down menu of Document Types.

In America: History & Life – use the check box to limit to “Book Reviews”

In MLA International Bibliography via Literature Resource Center – using the
MLA Advanced Search, enter “book review” on one line and select Subject from
the drop down menu on the right.

In JSTOR – use the check box to limit to “Review”.

Finding primary source materials

Search the library catalog by Subject using headings such as “personal narratives” or
“sources” or “correspondence”. Also, as you are searching for books, don’t forget to
Browse nearby shelves for memoirs and correspondence.

Refer to the library’s Research Guides by Subject for History for ideas and links to
some digital archives and collections such as The Library of Congress’s American
Memory Historical Collections or The University of North Carolina’s Documenting
the American South.

Consider government sources such as The Public Papers of the Presidents of the
United States (as appropriate), legislation, or Supreme Court decisions.

Consult the library’s Research Guides By Subject web page for History.


